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do you feel that something nice or bad
will happento youin the future?
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Unit 2 What do superstitions mean to you?
FHOXRERS, bLoOMWIZEXREN,
Japanese Superstitions
One interesting thing about living in Japan is discovering Japanese superstitions.
Some are the same as other countries, but others are unique to Japan. Let's look at some

of the more interesting ones.
Some superstitions are ways of making people remember good advice. For example, if

yousleep just after a meal, you will turn into a cow! People say this to discourage laziness.

Similarly, girls are told that if they put their dolls away late after the Doll's Festival,
they will get married late in the future. This encourages them to do it on time. Also,
telling children, “Don't play with fire, or you will wet the bed,” is a way to discourage
dangerous behaviour. Some strange sounding superstitions are also good advice. For
example, “Don't whistle at night, or a snake will come to your house.” The real reasen is
probably that whistling might annoy your neighbours. Another one is, “When you hear
thunder, cover your belly button.” If you do this, it makes you bend lower and that might
be safer in a storm!

Food is a popular topic in Japan, so there are superstitions about food. For example,
don't eat pickled plums (umebashi together with eel (unagl. Again, there is a good
reason for this. Apparently, pickled plums make you want to eat more. Eels are very
expensive, so eating pickled phums together with eels makes you spend too much money!
Other food supersiitions come from funerals. Don't pass food from one person’s
chopsticks to another person’s chopsticks. This is because people pass hones with
chopsticks after a funeral. Instead, pass food by putting it on a dish. Alse, don't stand
chopsticks up in a rice bowl because that's how people serve rice (o the dead.

Japan also has other superstitions about funerals and death. For example, don't put
your pillow to the north of your bed because dead hodies lie with their head pointing
north, Alsa, don't write a person’s name in red ink, because the names on grave markers
are red. Two i ds with similar sounds. First, if you
see a hearse®, hide your thumbs, The Japanese word for thumb means “parent finger”,
5o hiding your thumbs means protecting your parents. The second is that if you eut your
nails after dark, you will not be present when your parents die. This is hecause “yozume”
sounds like “entting your nails at night” but also “making your life shorter”.

Wards with similar sounds make some numbers unlucky in Japan. The number four
is unlucky beeause “shi’ sounds like “death” in Japanese. Gifts of things like plates are
in sets of three or five, but never four. Nine is also an unlucky number because “ku”
sounds like pain or suffering. That's why combs are rarely given as presents - because
the Japanese word “kushi” sounds like nine. And because these numbers are unlucky,
many Japanese hotels, hospitals, and apartment buildings don’t have room numbers
«ending in four or nine. Other numbers ave lucky in Japan, however. The number seven

come from

is lucky because it is an important number in Buddhism, and eight is a lucky number
because of its shape. Eight is often associated with money.

Another superstition about money is that if you have big earlobes®, you will be rich.
This is because Daikokuten, one of Japan’s seven gods, has huge earlobes. There are
superstitions about other parts of the body too. For example, if someone has cold fingers,
their heart is warm, and if you sneeze, it means someone is speaking il of you. One
interesting body superstition is about teeth. When children are growing up, their baby
teeth fall out. The superstition is that when upper teeth fall out, you should put them

. On the , when fall out, you should throw them
onto the roof. So, the upper tecth go down and the lower teeth go up. It means that you
hope your new teeth will grow straight!

Finally, animals and nature can be signs of good or bad luck in Japan. Seeing a spider
in the morning is good luck, so don't kill spiders in the morning. However, seeing a spider
at night is bad luck, so you can kill it! A crow’s “caw” also means something bad will
happen, but seeing a double rainbow is good luck. And perhaps the most famous sign of
good luck in Japan is a four-leaf clover. Four-leaf clovers are considered lucky around
the world. For example, we see them on the green car of trains in Japan, and on the
badge of Celtic Football Club in Scotland. This superstition is truly international. Now,
do you want to find a four-leaf lover? Good luck!
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a) talking to children
b) playing with fire
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© wetting the bed
d) believing superstitions
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1. What is the main idea of the passage?
a) Japanese superstitions are all good advice.
b) Japan has a great variety of superstitions.
) Many Japanese words sound the same.
d) Superstitions are the same in every country.

2, What is the common topic in paragraph 3 and 47
a) Superstitions about death.
b) Superstitions about presents.
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) Superstitions about numbers.
d) Superstitions about hospitals.
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eExample Question
\\ EE Listen to the conversation between Anna and her homestay brother, Masato, and then answer the US). Danny
n questions below. ol
Notes
i
1. Where and what is Anna going to do tomorrow? Choose the right place from the map below for
each step.
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Unit 1
Languages of Belglum L - 0 - 262
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Getting to Know Hong Kong French (35 25)
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(2 Based an the graph, what can you imgine abaut the language wse in Belgium? Write two using
e word “mny’.
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Mary:  Obno! I don't believe it]

Poula : What is it, Mary? { (=} ) —

Mary:  Tve just realized what tho date is today! Its the 13th, and it's a Friday! | can't A: =] '
possibly fly to Paris today. = 2 2

Pauls: Oh, Mary. You dan’t believe that nonsense about Friday the 13th being an n I:l L]
unlucky day, do you?

Mary: (___{B) ) Inever make a journey on Friday the 13th. In fact, T don't

0 out at all if possible on that

Poula: 1 think you're over-reacting. (
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Poula: Oh, Mary, don't tell me you belie
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Mary:  Dan't laugh, Thisis a true stary
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would meet the man whom she wy o

Poula: Really? j—L,J‘l\l k — E )

Mary:  Yes! She teld her that the man % b4
the following morning would beo

Paula: 11/}

Mary :  Yes! He asked her if he could opf

and soon realized that they liked Each oUher" BIght months Sfter that they i
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